
Lancaster Community Garden
Roles and Responsibilities

As the owner and managing organization of the Lancaster Community Garden (LCG),
Taproot promises the following:

1. To offer space for you to have your “backyard” garden.
2. To maintain the common green spaces through weed whacking and mowing.
3. To ensure that the water is turned on at a suitable date in early spring.
4. To pay the water bill.
5. To maintain all common tools.
6. To maintain raised bed structures, fencing, and gates.
7. To organize social and/or educational events for the gardeners.
8. To offer at the beginning of each season a work day and orientation for all gardeners.
9. To honor the Carry In, Carry Out policy of the garden and to remove any trash that

wandered in on its own.

As a gardener of the LCG, you promise the following:

1. To maintain your bed(s) by keeping them weeded and free from pests and disease (this is
not just for your garden; as these can negatively impact others’ gardens too).

2. To keep the edges of your beds free from weeds.
3. To harvest your produce in a timely manner in order to avoid rot, pests, and disease

(Taproot reserves the right to harvest and donate crops if you are regularly failing to do
so).

4. To make sure that your bed is cleaned up at the end of the season.
5. To compost your garden clippings and weeds in the current active compost bin.
6. Not to add food scraps to the compost bins until completing a composting training with

Taproot staff.
7. To water your garden in the morning or evening, not in the middle of the day.
8. To put tools back where they were found and keep the tool shed free of clutter.
9. To purchase your own seeds and starter plants.
10. To make arrangements with another gardener to maintain your plot when absent.
11. Not to smoke in the garden area.
12. Not to bring pets into the garden area.
13. To supervise any children in the garden at all times.
14. To honor the Carry In, Carry Out policy of the garden and to remove any trash that

wandered in on its own.
15. To immediately communicate with Taproot’s Food Access Coordinator about any broken

tools, vandalism, theft, or any other cause for concern.
16. To attend the annual orientation and work day.
17. Not to use any chemicals in the garden bed or surrounding area.
18. Not to use the weed whacker or lawn mower.
19. Not to harvest, water, or weed another gardener’s plot without their permission.



The following are optional and if desired are the responsibility of the gardener:

1. Arranging for a soil test in your plot.
2. Using a cover crop in your plot in the fall, if desired (this is especially helpful if planning

to return for the next growing season; cover crop seed may be available for free from
Taproot).

3. Applying mulch on your bed to help prevent weeds and maintain moisture after watering,
if desired (mulch may be available for free at the garden).

I have read and understand these roles and responsibilities and promise to abide by them.

Name (printed): _____________________________

Signature: _________________________________

Date: _______________________


